GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
HOME DEPARTMENT

No. 19/HOME/2007 Dated 13.03.2007

NOTIFICATION

The State Government is hereby pleased to constitute the Board of visitors at
District Level for the District Prison to monitor correctional programs, suggesting
new avenues for improvement and to examine individual or collective grievances
of the Prisoners comprising of the following members namely: -

Official Members

a) District Magistrate - Chairman

b) Chief Medical Officer of the District - Member

C) Joint Director, Agriculture Department - Member
d) Divisional Engineer, Buildings Department - Member

e) Superintendent of Prisons - Member
Secretary

Non-Official Members

(1) East District Board (Gangtok)

a)  Shri Kunga Zangpo, Hon’ble MLA, Assam Lingzey - Member
b)  Shri Phurba Tamang, Resident of Rongyek - Member

(2)  South District Board (Namchi)

a) Shri B.M. Ramudamu, Hon’ble MLA, Khamdong - Member
b) Shri B.M. Rai, Ex-Chief Medical Officer - Member

2. The terms of reference of the Board shall be as follows namely: -

(1) The Board of Visitors shall meet in the office of the Superintendent /
In-charge of the Prison at least twice in a year.

(2) The minutes of every meeting of the Board of Visitors shall be
recorded in the Visitors Minute book, and the same shall be forwarded
to the D.1.G. / Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison with the comment
of the In-charge of the District Jail. A copy of the minutes shall be
dispatched to every member of the Board of Visitors.

(3) The D.1.G. / Sr. Superintendent of Police/Prison shall place a copy of
the minutes of the meeting of Board of Visitors of all the Prison
before the State Advisory Board.
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The Chairman of the Board of Visitors if so desires will make a
monthly rooster of visits to be paid by the member of the Board of the
Prison in consultation with the Superintendent of Prisons.

During the visits a Visitor will enjoy right to converse with any
prisoner who is willing to talk to the visitor. However, such separate
interaction between a visitor and a prisoner shall be held in a place
within the Prison wall within the sight of the Prison Officer.

The visitor, immediately after such conversation with the prisoner
shall inform the Chairman of the Board in writing about what
transpired in the conversation with the Prisoner. The chairman, if he
thinks necessary shall take up the matter with the Superintendent of
Prisons.

The member of the Board of Visitors shall especially attend to the
quality and quantity of Prison diet, condition of the kitchen, medical
treatment of prisoners, and sanitary arrangement for the prisoners.

The Superintendent of Prisons shall present before the visiting
member / members of the Board of Visitors any paper, documents
pertaining to correctional works, recreation, prison diet, medicines,
grievances of prisoners and follow redressal of such grievances, if it is
sought by a visiting member of the Board.

The Superintendent of Prisons shall not be bound to present any
register / documents / papers pertaining to financial account before the
member of the Board of Visitor.

Following any such visits by the member / members of the Board of
Visitors, the Superintendent of Prisons shall inform the D.1.G. / Sr.
Superintendent of Police/Prisons regarding the details of the visit.

A Non-Official member of the Board of visitors shall hold office for a
period of three years from the date of his appointment to the Board,
and may be considered for reappointment.

The State Government reserves the right to cancel appointment of any
Non-Official visitor at any time without assigning any reason thereof.

A Non-Official member of the Board of Visitors shall receive
allowances as may be prescribed by the State Government from time
to time for attending meeting of the Board of Visitors.

The Board of Visitor shall ordinarily not to visit high security cell
unless the instruction in this behalf is granted by the D.I.G. / Sr.
Superintendent of Police / Prisons except for the Chairman.

By order and in the name of the Governor.

Sd/-
Principal Secretary, Home
F. No. 241/GOS/JAIL/2003



